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BY RONALD J. OSTROW 
THE LOS ANGELES TINES 


WASHINGTON — A NEW GROUP PROBING AMERICAN POLITICAL 




/t 


ASSASSINATIONS SUGGESTED MONDAY THAT CONSP IRATORS— SOME OF THEM 
POSSIBLY THE SAME PERSONS — WERE BEHIND THE MURDERS OF PRESIDENT ^ 
JOHN F. KENNEDY AND DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING. T 

THE CONSPIRACY ALLEGATIONS — SOME NEW AMD SGME OLD— WERE MADE 
AT A PRESS CONFERENCE BY THE COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE 
ASSASSINATIONS (CAP C,I,A) 

THE COMMITTEE, DECLINING TO REVEAL THE SOURCE OF ITS FINANCES, 
CHARGED THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS DELIBERATELY WITHHOLDING FACTS 
ABOUT THE ASSASSINATIONS FOR FEAR THE AMERICAN PUBLIC WAS NOT 
PREPARED TO ACCEPT THEM. 

BERNARD FENSTERWALD JR., EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF THE 
COMMITTEE WHOSE DIRECTORS INCLUDE NEW ORLEANS DIST. ATTY. JIM 
GARRISON, SAID ONE PURPOSE IN HOLDING THE PRESS CONFERENCE WAS ”TO 
GET OUR NAMES BEFORE THE PUBLIC" TO HELP RAISE FUNDS. 

FENSTERWALD, FORMER COUNSEL TO THE SENATE JUDICIARY 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON ADMINISTRATIVE PRACTICES AND PROCEDURES, SAID 
THE NEW COMMITTEE HAS RAISED "A RELATIVELY SMALL SUM"— ENOUGH 
TO RUN A TWO-MAN OFFICE HERE BUT NOT ENOUGH TO SUPPORT THE 
STAFF OF PROFESSIONAL INVESTIGATORS IT WANTS TO EMPLOY . 

HE SAID THE COMMITTEE "ULTIMATELY HOPES TO FORCE THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT INTO T WEL THOROUGH AMn HOMFST - L MflILta.V WHICH TT H AS 
AV OIDED" S I N CE_TjjE__D E A TH OF. . PRES TDENT KENNEDY . 

FENSTERWALD SAID THERE WAS "A MOST REMARKABLE RESEMBLANCE ” _ 
BETWEEN THE PHOTOGRAPH OF A TRAMP PICKED UP BY DALLAS 
POLICE AN HOUR AFTER PRESIDENT KENNEDY WAS SHOT ' AMD~& MEXICAN ^ 
POLICE ARTIST’S DRAWING OF A MAN SOUGHT IN -BR OKING'S SLAYING. 

FENSTERWALD AND RICHARD SPRAGUE, ANOTHER OF THE COMMITTEE’S 
NINE DIRECTORS, WHO SPECIALIZES IN COLLECTING A M D ANALYZING 
ASSASSINATION PHOTOGRAPHS, DISPLAYED A BLOWUP OF ONE OF THE 
MEN IN THE PHOTO A*>D THE DRAWING WHICH HAVE SIMILAR 
FEATURES, PARTICULARLY AROUND THE NOSE AND MOUTH. 

THE PHOTOGRAPH SHOWS TWO POORLY DRESSED MEN BEING LED 
AWAY BY DALLAS POLICE. SPRAGUE , A SELF-EMPLOYED FARTSDALE, 

N.Y., MANAGEMENT CONSULTANT, SAID THE MEN WERE BEING MARCHED 
FROM THE DIRECTION OF T U E TEXAS SCHOOLBOOK DEPOSITORY 
BUILDING TO THE DALLAS SHERIFF’S OFFICE. 

HOWEVER, IN TESTIMONY BEFORE THE WARREN COMMISSION, 

DALLAS POLICE SGT. D. V. HARKMESS INDICATED THE MEN WERE 
TRAMPS HE AND OTHER POLICE FOUND IN FREIGHT CARS THAT 
WERE ABOUT TO PULL OUT OF THE DALLAS RATI. ROAD YAPD. 


THERE IS NO RE*iS?D IN THE WARREN COMMISSIC 7 VOLUMES OE 
WHAT BECAME 0* THE. - ^EN , "AND THE FBI CONFISCATED ALL OF THE 
•DALLAS POLICE BOOKING RECORDS," SPRAGUE SAID. 

THE MEXICAN ARTIST’S CONCEPTION WAS DRAWN THE MORNING AFTER 
DR. KING’S DEATH AT THE REQUEST OF THE FBI WHICH RELAYED BY 
TELEPHONE DESCRIPTIONS OF A MAN WANTED IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
SLAYING, SPRAGUE SAID. 

HOWEVER WHEN THE DRAWING WAS CIRCULATED LAST APRIL BY 
UNITED PRESS INTERNATIONAL, THE FBI WAS REPORTED AS STATING IT 
HAD AUTHORIZED NO SUCH SKETCH. THE FBI DECLINED COMMENT 
MONDAY ON THE DRAWING OR ANY OF THE COMMITTEE’S ALLEGATIONS. 

A SOURCE CLOSE TO THE BUREAU SAID THERE WAS NO DRAWING 
CIRCULATED IMMEDIATELY AFTER THE ASSASSINATION BECAUSE 
WITNESSES COULD NOT AGREE ON THE SUSPECT’S FEATURES. 

SPRAGUE SAID HIS INFORMATION ON THE DRAWING CAME 
FROM SEPGIO JAUSERT WHO HE SAID DREW THE SKETCH FOR 
THE MEXICO CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT. 

THIS MARKS AT LEAST THE SECOND TIME THAT SPRAGUE HAS 
DISPLAYED THE PHOTOGRAPH AND DRAWING AND POINTED OUT THE 
SIMILARITY TO REPORTERS. 

LAST MAY 24, THE NEW YORK TIMES PUBLISHED THE ENLARGED 
PHOTO AND THE DRAWING OP THE THIN-LIPPED, LONG-NOSED MAN AND SAID 
SPRAGUE DISPLAYED THEM FOR A GROUP CALLING ITSELF THE KENNEDY 
ASSASSINATION INQUIRY COMMix T r E# 

THAT COMMITTEE, WHICH APPARENTLY IS NOT RELATED TO THE GROUP 
DIRECTED BY FENSTERWALD, WAS HEADED BY TRENT GOUGH, A 
CANADIAN ACTOR. 

FENSTERWALD SAID THAT IN ADDITION TO THE SIMILARITY OF THE 
MAN IN THE PHOTOGRAPH AND DRAWING, THERE ARE OTHER "COMMON FACTORS 
WHICH SUGGEST A CONNECTION” BETWEEN THE TWO ASSASSINATIONS. 

THESE, HE SAID, INCLUDE "EASILY IDENTIFIABLE GUNS 
CONVENIENTLY LEFT AT BOTH ASSASSINATION SCENES," AND THE FACT THAT 
LEE HARVEY OSWALD AND JAMES EARL RAY BOTH USED TWO OR THREE 
IDENTITIES. 

FENSTERWALD SAID THERE IS "A CONSIDERABLE BODY OF EVIDENCE" 

THAT SCOTLAND YARD ARRESTED AT LONDON AIRPORT NOT ONE . BUT TWO 
MEN IN THE KING ASSASSINATION PROPE, TRAVELING UNDER THE 
ALIAS OF RAYMON GEORGE SNEYD. 

"IF WE COULD ANSWER" THE QUESTION OF WHAT HAPPENED TO THE 
SECOND MAN, FENSTERWALD SAID, "WE COULD HAVE THE ANSWER" TO THE 
MYSTERY THAT STILL SHROUDS THE ASSASSINATION. 

FENSTERWALD STE°PED DOWN AS THE SENATE SUBCOMMITTEE’S 
COUNSEL LAST JAM. 1 AFTER THE CHAIRMAN, SEN. EDVARD V. LONG 
(D-MO.), LOST HIS BID FOR RE-ELECTION. HE SET UP THE 
PRIVATE ASSASSINATION PROBE THE NEXT DAY. 
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Department of Justice 


For your consf3SCtSji attached 

letter, and for a report. 


MAr\ 


I W v» 



for my information and records. 
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-onMtr^r::'!. crime srcTi 


Please refer response to attention of 
Mr. Avery f of my staff , 

on the outside of the envelope only. 


Thank you. 


WALTER F. MONDALE 
U.S. SENATE 
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«-3 va *v «*» «•* 4 »j» 

The petit! oa of Dean, A. An ’.rot/?, Jr., of an! E&joriiy, «iv? a resident 
of the Pariah of Jefferson, with resj>oct represents that: 

1 . 

JlJp^ipiiynOhj. T^is Court h&3 jurisdiction of this cause pursuant to the provisions c 

0 lit) 

' ) Ti t] 

Qs ifcle r 2 too Seotuvii j.y *y ; 


a) Title 23' UX section 1331 1 b) Title UX 1343tO(A) ; c) Title 23 UX 2251 
d) Title 23 USC section 22S2j c) Title* 28 UX 2233; f) Title 23 UX 2231; 


i 


2 . 


Tiyk* 12 UX provides*. !! Ivory person, \ho verier color of any statute, 

ordinance, regulation, custom, orusay*., of sny at at- ox- Territory, subjects, or on,v.y 
to be subjected, any citizen of the Unite-? atatss or other person within the juri.X.A 
ion thereof to the deprivation of any rights, privileges, or irenulties socur-iH by Lh ■ 
Constitution. en- ! isws, shell bs liable to t-ho party Injure' in £n action at 1«;, &v.if 
in equity, or other proper proceeding to vodresu.” 

3 * 

James J« v:» nuC'en,i.i.ctr.i ct r-ttornsy or Crlepns Prslsh, -horoin&i'ccr roforro' 1 ’ 
ue- deferment, is the duly elected tat* cc-x.-aioaione.’ District Attorney of Orleans Paris', 
pursuant to the powers investol in his office fend coafcrre-= upon hin by .lav;, has eu.-* 
barko*? upon ai investigation of u n ccnsplreejy to nur-’er John F. Krune-’y ’-, a publL; 
diSciosuro oi vliich »<£s oo ,: c pu.elio by cn axticln too-soring 3 u the hcv/ Orloriis—Jt »'•> 00 
Itcr .1 navopeper, or. fob. 17, 1967 j 


4 . 


i/Si vj 


'■efor.-’art cfe-Ucd tho plf .ir.tiff by phono o*. c-r about 3atvu^ay,Cct.2? } l$f i, a 


X^lVXt-V'^ pr- \ 4 , ^_X* ^ trO l)x : r; c- 






Oil lb 0 1'Y i.Xj ^ \i 

30 '’ by poono ; furt: 


i 1 0 * : v ; x Cz Oi'i -. 
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5. 


Further, lurin’ thv ccnv-^r3&tloa,C3 est out In p^%r&ph i cap?*, defendant i'A* in 
his possession « copy of « .-f&tcwc-ih by Hs*oX# vhdcbarg, av< the defendant in- 
that eccor-Ung to tho Salhox* of ^Whitewash* 5 your plaintiff t:ss a ovcrlooku? 
witness; further, th© defendant p;v- 5 uec>* & copy of ^hhitenesh* ®>» your plciaHfi, 

■ during tho discussion browsed through ths booh; 

6 . ■ * 

It «ao •'furiry tho iaifcicl coaf&rsaee/rUscuos.ioa with tho dorendcnt that tho ^ofcxs-'on 
iaformd your plaintiff that in i‘ov«ib<?r of iytj ho ha? h&? goo? information ait’ son, 
goo-1 clues in connection vdth tho ascrs;d;xatlorx of John f. Kennedy e<v? has turno-* 
t fessi over to a U«;b /gene/ end nothing ha- 5 ever furtiter, that ho ves 

going to i’o~cpcn his investigation, since ho h&* ra&oon to believe that a conspiracy 
to GUrdor Joint F« Kcix&edy oxLsLo * in Kcw Orleans prior to tho assassination of the 
35X11 President, of tho United atatc a; [ 

?* ■ 

■j Xhrro v»or« frequent convesSfiUwsa . lessen plaintiff s r n defendant fre-a or. or sbctvi. 


1 

Cct« 2$, 

.1966, through U;a first waek of 

• .f 

196? conoominr tho 

i- entity of 

Cloy 


fortran-* 

n 

* tO s* tiw' twil .1- b*J. Vy lv ; * i» C o'Vl ^*'47 ? vll 

die h.v? %:p-ss*>ed in 

plcintiXi'*s 

offi 


with Lcij Om/fil*, tiiso tho fusibility of a su^ctlX*- 5 tr-drdr.y c-:yp r? 

across the lone ( I, the rontchartihin) consisting of Cuban© fc other nst.iorulj.iio 3 , th 

■ — <i 

.dissolution o f tho sain cap, cnhdntUon of ivaareus photographs, tho possibility 

of tr-ltrijidfifioc; of gunfire, a n«bilc unit fi<xe hew Orleans to Pallas, possibility c 

» 

aobilc unit being ptrlnd on streoi, possibility of itoro than erso" person being in- 
volve’ in tho cctuPl oos i-ssinstioa; all of the rbovo on a l^potheUcal btois; 

8 . “ 

Just prior to ctu-istaos, 3986, tho a.ono Clay i-hf-w was prormW’ by tho 

as o,ici y v r*. ■, . x Cl r y rorurt-^v- , t*r*v yoox* pl.e-nux-^x xaiovroh t . ■. o t- v.*cn’?v.nt toot ,. nr 

Clay Hertraa* roforro? to by the- plaintiff in. his tentt&oqy before tho Rst&fr r-.o-b..:- 

of the tr.rrcn CorvrUsien, had no. connection 4th Clry fhou; tho conflicts in the 

| 

k’Ctv b-.i.7> j rv>* Ki?ro jpo..‘.2ivtv* cut* wV* Cj.3. * £‘j. ij .iILi Lxo.5 oH J. ^vvn^lvrXc^v^ori vc-r*c r * JL u c u 2 2 

yaur-^aabitiff infeii-r.o? t-vo ^cXv;v^;t the tuo par^O-;iS n?>t r:-n~ cu-^ th:; 


o 

/ * 


Ciri" iiivC Oi 5 /:ll .;VM _o ? . '0 cf CVJi.^vUC\p th< 0 >*C*vCL'? i; Ol VvjLu** to hi iZiVO^tiX.^- "t j.Ou x 
CO . v# - O !.. iti* ’ v> v* f»t / . i 


v*» r/„>. / .•*,» v - 
.L i ■ ; ‘-.i i i 1 ■ y 


tv-/ ? 0 un-O C/1 


C X . n-~ '-'• ■» ' ' C m 7 j ^ 


, ' 1 Z. ? <C « i/ r 'iL ^ CCij.uJ, ili.i O' - 

-:v? l‘r 5 in tv v. of 


>.co 


t.; .*, v* w ' ^5 


tin 


oubjjO&rLO ecrvc -1 hiii for tins rcaiiou Uv&i: tho sr-tu-poexis. sarvc.-' vion mi, r. aufcv^^" : 

Bu.tiiord.stz-* un-ter Ax^ioXo G£>; t-tvc cation vrao flXc-t o^-l-' \±-j ^reot aon.\. tvWVv tsalat. 

Clctrict /ittorr.oy Hicli^ri 1 . Enr-nii the euTupoenn Vtisxife-A v.-ca E»Ai£ioc'-. b.o <io\V£ o uux \;Vt.'v. 
fcilvs provisions ©-C AsrfcieQ.© <b6>j further, ■pX aVrst iif cjpe^ve-' wltin \xia attorney sa* 
tosv.'ei:'.'-' eil qusast.5.4r»j? t.o Vines tic sit, oJT Via.o- c*oiXvt.yi Evsx-Vtvic- » phslatitt roejio^oA ^ :v‘ 
v/«t£i not Xu.x*n£Biwf &]trRiasc?l£>t of fnv?. s^iAcs't.XoxiS strv* cno'^ort heioro Vrvo Ui-cAb r'^.c.’c. 

Attorney; farther , jiXa-liitiff ir ©ijjxe a t a A . so visa not. gptaalte^ t'.\Q raV,uri\ o£ ^-A-s t,cr.Vi.- 
I many bsforc a sfcsXX Jracsibor' or -tiiss VJ«vr yen C c r.e vLti gXotv ■vihA.c.h vea t,o Vcvo <> o£ eW 

by tlio p3.Gint.iirx ccsiot-iw-.o in lisve'bc-r or U?L>0>% 

- J-j ~ - 12 . 

The ^e&.vi.n' , cnb v-f3 not. sctfcioric-T with, tho pottons-l ir\t crvxsv',3 Jva not Q\xt sw^s-a., of \ 
questions ^ cncvcor-o in his oii'icc:, ho cCvuss^ ts. " Gi-erv' Jcvry " suki^sortv'. to to 
servo* .upon your pXeintiiT pursMSrtt to; Art- « V 0.0 Gr«v*? sxv&VX in^vix-o i.v%to tT:. 

ccpi/tel o.fXunsos tribbic -within, the: It m'.vf incjAivo irwto othor oiioTJ==^> 

triable by the district court of the parish, ta* t&vfn. ixw$ii.v-a inbo au-A oX£c.v,v^ 
when request-:- ? to r 5 o co by t,Ho ■■ is brici, otto cuey °* or'crc 4 bo >' o so 'v.y b'r.o ca- ..■ ' , y 
AvX> -Art. 64 of tile .CCH ; ,; Vr.o ^istx-ict Attoxroy 5.;:. V;\e of Vt-.x „yy. , 

beforo the grta-* jury crv» ito lo-sl er visor- He oUtX3.be n.obi£ieA of tr/> YvSfi U.\c 
right to bo present jet oil. sessions. o£ tV>o &rc.ss.A jury , citoor-.b \s\\ev\ it. Vo AeiAi ort'i- 
ins no"? voting. Ho ohr>U esfsoirvo t.’inoccooo boforo Vho a»r\\A josv ♦"*» s*v? fraccVttcsp , 
/rt. 442 of the l.CCP: 15 A jrosv- 5 jury ohsll V»c;?-r oil ovV*onoo prosc'-ibo*. \,y ‘Cr.o, 
district attorney. It ip.r.y h c 0-r evi-cu'.o for i\vs Acslc.'.V tv._\t t ivu.t Vs vr.} ur wo 
r*a co. When the gran'*, jury uti rc'-ttn to U t'.it'-rs v.vet tttvtr cr.i.r . 

e;:n.lr.I:i tho chrrga, it rh-yaV 1 cr-'cr Vtia evident* pvo«*u*tR*> . 

A 2 rc;v’ jar/ chovl<« rocoivo only loj/i <rhA«\c* trA ov.ch ^ 

witnesses pro-'anc-l, ox* funvlthH'' V/ f*oc\v.:.enS,a c^a oUxor c'oA-s 

no irS ictnont Pholl bo cv.r.nhc^ or conviction roverre^ oo tV>w'. ' 

in^icU-.ont \:^ 1 •t;o*,5nt'.;0lo or in rw-'V, o \ r-. 

th-3 .'V>^/. Hr;".' fyj \ 4 (A ; > •••,' r-. ' ••.-.••' •» , .m «;• m,*, . .. -, ,, 

'*' v v ' ’ v '* v — .'•■"I vs. vnLo OV'vLO.y. 0 , 



Yo«r plaintiff appcarc* ofcre the Grand Jury 'for the Fu Jh of Orleans; furthar, 
after a brief session he was discharge*; 

14. 

Your plaintiff v/03 served another subpoena to appear before the Gran* Jury for the 
cocon* tiau, Ca* eppoftre* on March 16, 1967, ^ca* question were propounded by the 
assistant District Attorney cal by acme of the gran* jurors; 

The *efen*ant appeared before the Gran* Jury sometime during the afternoon of the 
16111 of March ,1967, an* shortly there after your plaintiff was in-’icte* for 
perjury; a uncertified copy cf tha bo*y of the in*ictsent is annexe* hereto 
ma*Q. a port hereof the s&no ns if copie* in exteaaio, end marks* for the purposes of 
in * ent i flection, /wDHKfJ «A»; 

16* . ~ ‘ ' 

On Thursday, K&rchl3, 1967, the defend sat disadase* the indie taeat dockets* in 

the Clerk of Courts Office, Criminal. District Court under y 197-993, allotted t-o 

Section ”G <f ,for the reason that another indictment was h£n*o* *ov;n by the sCmo 

Gran* Jury containing about 11 feet of words un*er docket it 198-483; 

' 17 . - 

Your plaintiff avers that the *efen*cnt, perf-oviMlv, is of the ©pinion that your 

£ . 

plao.nt.yj. can indsati.iy Clay ohav end others, vho he has reason to believe ©r<s in- 
volve* in a conspiracy to &ur*sr Joint ?♦ Kennedy; this belief of the *ofen*ahit boi?| 
arbitrary, ceprieiuos , an* not £oun*e* on any fact, but to the contrary, four,*©* on 
the ’defendant*© conclusions; further, plaintiff tol* the *efea*Gnt during the Jw'ny 
conferences ft el* between plaintiff an* defendant from on or about Oct. 29, I960 
through the first week of Fob. , 196?, an* the *ofcn*ant oven assigned to your 
plaintiff, ft co*e nareo, the t-ftne of an arty associate, which was "written in the 
defendant *s hajv’uriting including two private phono nuaborso,. cod* instrument is 
"annexe* hereto cn* ca*e a part hereof the sdro'cc if copic* in extend© fta* narko* 
“B”, that there whs no connection between Clay Shew £n* Clay Earfcran*; 


There is annexe* hereto cn* i:.a*o a part hereof the sCzc as if copic* in* oxtonuy'-u, 
ftn* marked AbkEil ! C :: , cn envelope mSrko* C-l, rjugshet of Fr.ilio Oaiin*o Sant-::' 
Juftrko* -C-3; photograph r.urke-v C~2; photograph merks* C-4? photograph merko* C-v; 
photograph marko* C'-6.*olivero* by associates of the *oi\m*cat to plaintiff for 
plaintiff to stu*y; further, plaintiff examine* numerous w.ug ehoto in .a-’*ito.on to 


the 



'•ft;. 


...o 


PX&intiff avers that tho »*ef enfant has arbitrarily used the powers of his office 
a) district attorney subpoena; b) gren 4 jury sqfepooa&(l3t Time); c) gread jury 
cubpoena(2n 4 tire) ; d) indictment for perjury to pressure your plaintiff into a 
identification of Clay Sh.ru es Clay Bertrand an- 5 an identification of Julian Busnc 
as tho Msxic ano/latin typo who appeared uifch Lee Oswald • further, defendant hos con, 


to discredit an.- 5 pillar plaintiff in tho community by offering to him the folio win: 


a) eodiusi pensthol teat; b) hypnosis; c)lio Sector test; 


oxid jii&dng s&sg known to the public an 4 tho defendant did arbitrarily «n* capriciou- 
do this knowing that none of tile systems are of any legal value whatsover; an 4 last 


but not least, in causing the plaintiff to bo in-’icted two asperate tirzo for par jury 


end the defen-’aat knowing that the plaintiff has end 4 id not commit perjury at any 


time; further, plaintiff avers that ary and all Information tho defendant could obtai 


from plaintiff was obtained from plaintiff voluntarily in the discussions that took 


place form on or about Oct 29, 1966 through the first v/oek of Feb. 1967'; 


20 . 

Plaintiff avers that tho 4 ef en- ! ant and his associates under hi a instructions, 


seize-’ uj|>n obvious discrepancies existing the the sworn testimony of your plaintiff 
before a' staff member of the VJirron Commission, end deliberately place 4 your 
plaintiff before the Gran 4 Jury so that either plaintiff Identified Csly Shaw end 
Julian Bused o or ho(plaintiff).xur-t contradict tho previous sworn. testimony; 


Plaintiff avers that tho acts of the, 4 ofcn 4 £at as cot out above are arbitrary. 


capricious, done urder color of rtnte statutes and the plaintiff has boon subjects 4 


urz 4 er color of law to the deprivation of his righto, privileges end immunities, more 


particularly, but not exclusively, tho dc-fen-wnt has used sworn, testimony of the 


plaintiff cont«ined in the v/arren Report ear* then place-; plaintiff before a gran 4 


jury £a 4 cospcllo 4 him to answer questions *»esign& 4 to trap hira, full Jerquing that 


plaintiff had no knowledge of any conspiracy or any facts materiel to a conspiracy 


to nrur 4 er John F. Kennedy. 


Plaintiff avers that he lias been damaged in the amount of $10X00.00; 


Willhui'OFf , plaintiff preys that the- ''ofoadaat be cited and servo 4 in the at anno. 


cot out by lav/, an 4 that after all legal formalities be compile- 4 with, there be 


judgment in favor of Pefia />. Mdrevs, Jr. in tho amount of 0100,00 0.00, together 


with costs erv* interest and agtinsb Janes J. Garrison, IjvU visually an 4 in hi; 


capacity as District /.fctornty . pari rh cf Orleans; a trici by jury, an’ for £11 
such grnvral Cn 4 cydtnbio relief r.-j the ci-ua-o ncr rerrit. 


Form DJ-150 

(Ed. 4-: 26-65) 


UNITED/^-'TES GO VEIL. IENT 

Memorandum 


' N 

Di_ aRTMENT of justice 


TO Mr. Carl Eardley 

Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
Civil Division 

from Harland p. Leathers, Chief 

General Litigation Section 
Civil Division 

subject: Response to Congressman Reid 

on Clay Shaw 


date: March 3, 1969 


HFLnuno 

129-11 


We have drafted the attached letter in response to 
the specific request of Congressman Reid, if you have 
no abjection, please initial and we will correct the 
typographical error. 

Mote that the first main paragraph incorporates the 
substance of answers to other letters which you have 
previously sent. The following paragraph merely recites 
the history <£ the litigation. 



iw 











The Departwsrt at Justice baa not taken a ay action to latax** --- ^ 

far* Improperly Tilth the prosecution of Clay Shaw* and haa co- 
operated with the District Attorney when ha requested the presence 
in lew Orleans of JBI agents, and a retired Secret Service agent 
a*, prosecution witneeae*. She Department id defend an action 
brought by the District Attorney tor the purpose of requiring the 
Archivist of the United States to produce the autopsy photographs 
and x-rays at the trial of Clay Shaw. These materials, by statute 
and by agreement with the Executors of the Estate of John F » 

Kennedy, are to remain In Archives , with access United to offi- 
cial federal agencies or camdtteea , sad to technical experts 
provided that such access is approved by the authorized repre- 
sentative of the Kennedy Dually. There has been no such consent 
given, insdbr as we are informed. 

X hope that this information will be helpful to you. 

Sincerely yours. 



WILLIAM D. mCKZLSBtm 
Assistant Attorney General 
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From WILLIAM D. RUCKELSHAUS 
Assistant Attorney General 


Date 3/3/69 


/ x / Receipt of this letter has 
been acknowledged. Please 
furnish complete response 
within ten to fourteen days. 

/ / Please acknowledge receipt 

of this letter within two 
days and furnish complete 
response within ten to four - 
teen days. 


PLEASE PREPARE A REPLY FOR MY SIGNATURE AND 
MARK A COPY FOR THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL. 


2/27/69 ref fr Se nator George Murpht 
w/attached ltr fr^MHH^Hii 

urging for release 
.nent photographs, x-rays, etc. 
relative to the Kennedy assassination for 
use in Clay Shaw trial. 


129-11 

Civil Division 
Mr. Arnold 

General Litigation Section 







Recat-pt vas acknowledged.. 


Correspondence Section 
Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division 
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QJCtxiicb ^2>fctfcs -Sertafc 

February 27, 1969 


Respectfully referred to: 


Department of Justice 
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V 

,2,33 £ 7 V ^ 


V 
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ter, 75 ^ 



Because of the desire of this 
responsive to all inquiries 
your consideration of the attached 
requested. Your findings and views, in 
ys duplicate form, along with return of the 
N^enclosure, will be appreciated by 
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X £M Chat the nport itself has been ns dm public 
mrtA gppttrt in Ml in da tfarran Coadiiloo Impact* A* for 
tha autopay photographs, x-rays, «tc n enclosed la a copy of 
aa agraaMBt batman tha AM niatrator of General Services, 
acting pursuant to the authority granted bin by section 
397(e)(1) of title 44 of tha Halted States Code, and the 
executors of the estate of the late president, dated October 
29, 1944. The agreement contains tha limitations pursuant 
to which the- items In question were deposited in tha Rational 
Archives and nay be examined. 

If I can be of any further service to you or your 
constituents in this or any other natter, please let ne know. 

Sincerely, 


Resbert S. 

Chief, Legislative 4 Legal Section 



\T 






J 


JOHN L. L' ■ CLFLLAN, ARK., CHAIRMAN 


HENRY M. JACKSON, S' SM, 
SAM J. ERVIft*. /JR.. N.C. 
ERNEST GHVENIN a,. ALASKA 
EDMUND S, MUSK^t. MAINE " 
ABRAHAM RIS1COPF, CONN. 
FREO’r. HARRIS, OK LA. 
ROBERT F. KENNEDY, N.Y. 

LEE METCALF, MONT. 

JOSEPH M. MONTOYA, N. MEX. 


/"'S 


KARL E. MUNDT, S. OA- 
CARL T. CURTIS. NEBR. 

JACOB K. JAVIT3, N.Y. 
CLIFFORD P. HANSEN. WYO. 
HOWARD H. BAKER. JR.. TENN. 


JAMES R. CALLOWAY 
CHIEF COUNSEL AND STAFF DIRECTOR 


'jiiCroieb Alettes Genetic 

COMMITTEE ON 
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 

February 26, 1969 



Mr. Herbert E. Hoffman 
Chief Legislative and Legal Section 
Office of the Deputy Attorney General 
Room 4117 Main Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 


Dear Mr. Hoffman: 


I have recently received several letters from constituents 
regarding the controversy involving the release of the 
autopsy report on President Kennedy. 

In order that I may be fully apprised of all the facts with 
regard to this matter, I would appreciate your providing 
me with a complete report outlining the reasons why the 
autopsy report was not released. 


With all good wishes , I am 


Siodfcrely yours , 



John L. McClelmn 
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10 ! MAR 21 1969 


ll3CTttnr ATTOfiMfiY flSMEftri 


JLMc/wsk 
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- UNITED STATES GO VEB^ TENT D 1 ^ \RTMENT OF JUSTICE 
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A >V Memorandum 

K f 

TO •' Mr. Herbert E. Hoffman date : MAR | Q jggg 

Chief, Legislative and Legal Section 

Office of the Deputy Attorney General WDR:JFAxelrad:bd 

129-11 

from : william D. Ruckelshaus 
^ Assistant Attorney General 

c 4 Civil Division 

subject: Senator McClelland February 26, 1969 letter 

Attached is a draft reply to Senator McClellan's February 26, 

1969 letter as requested by your memorandum to Stanley Rose dated 
March 3 , 1 S& 9 - We are forwarding herewith your request and its 
attachment . 


\ 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE | 
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MAR 21 1969 




R A.O. 

■ 

) 

J 




DRAFT 


WDR : JFAxelrad : bd 
129-11 


Honorable John L. McClellan 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510 

Dear Senator McClellan: 


This replies xo your February 26, 1969, letter to me 
regarding release on the autopsy report on former President 
Kennedy. \ 

The autopsy repom on President Kennedy has been made public 
and appears in full in mhe Warren Commission report. The Depart- 
ment of Justice did defend an action brought by the District At- 
torney of Orleans Parish A Louisiana for the purpose of requiring 
the Archivist of the United States to produce the autopsy photo- 
graphs and x-rays at the trial of Clay Shaw. These materials, 
by statute and by agreement with the Executors of the Estate of 
John F. Kennedy, are to remain\in Archives, with access limited 
to official federal agencies or committees , and to technical 
experts provided that such access\is approved by the authorized 
representative of the Kennedy family. There has been no such 
consent given, insofar as we are informed. A copy of the letter- 
agreement, dated October 29, 19 & 6 , is enclosed. 

I hope that this information will ba helpful to you. 


I DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE I 


10 MAR 21 1969 


Sincerely, 

HERBERT E. HOFFMAN 
Chief, Legislative and Legal Section 


RAO. 




From WILLIAM D. RUCKELSHAUS 
Assistant Attorney General 


Date 


3 /4/6 B 


Receipt of this letter has 
been acknowledged. Please 
furnish complete, response 
within ten to fourteen days. 

Please acknowledge receipt 
of this letter within two 
days and furnish complete 
response within ten to four - 
teen days. 



PLEASE PREPARE A DRAFT REPLY FOR HERBERT E. 
HOFFMAN, ROOM 4117. 


3/3/69 ref fr Mr. Hoffman m/attached ltr 
to Mr. Hoffman fr Senator John L. McClellan 
re release of autopsy report on President 
Kennedy . 


/ 7 

/ 7 


129-11 

Civil Division 
Mr. Arnold 

General Litigation Section 



DATE: March 3. 1969 


To: Stanley Rose 

Civil Division 

From: ^ Herbert E. Hoffman 

A Chief, Legislative & Legal Section 
^ Office of the Deputy Attorney General 

Subject: Correspondence from: 

Sen. McClellan re release of the autopsy report on 

President Kennedy. ~ 

Responsibility 

draft Herbert E. Hoffman 

X Prepare /reply for and 

forward to Herbert E. Hoffman, Room 4117, Main Justice. 

Make an appropriate reply with a copy to Herbert E. Hoffman, 

Room 4117, Main Justice. 

Department File No . : 

Miscellaneous Information : 

Interim reply is being/has been made. 

7 

X No interim reply is being made. * 

X Copy of incoming correspondence attached. 

Original of incoming correspondence attached. 

Please return attachment. 



MfUCfcKso' 
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IUN3 S. MUSI 
»ham h;j;CO 

R. HARRIS, OKU. 


l \*\* lee metcalf! MONr. 


^Cxrxleh sSbicziazi JSbc'rcccic 

COMMITTEE ON 
GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 

Washington, D.C. 2.0510 

February 26, 1969 


v^' 


, r / 

s< / 

’Ai-'i 


Mr. Herbert E. Hoffman- 
Chief Legislative and Legal Section 
.Office of the Deputy Attorney General 
Room 4117 Main Justice 
Washington, D. C. 20530 

Dear Mr. Hoffman: 

I have recently received several letters from constituents 
regarding the controversy involving the release of the 
autopsy report on President Kennedy. 

In order that I may be fully apprised of all the facts with 
regard to this matter, I would appreciate your providing 
me with a complete report outlining the reasons why the 
autopsy report was not released. 


With all good wishes, I am 


Sindhrely yours , 
JdhnL. McClellan 


:1, sp,. 


JLMc/wsk 
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UNITED STATES GOVEI 1ENT 

' Memorandum 


to : Nathaniel E. Kossack 

Deputy Assistant Attorney General 
Criminal Division 

from :/ James R. Robinson 

| ^j/ Attorney, General Crimes Section 

subject: Report on Garrison trial 

of Clay Shaw, Nev Orleans, La. 


i J*ARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
date: February 25, 1969 




Last night, (February 24) Bill Block reported that ‘ ( 

the cross-examination of Colonel Finck severely damaged the -r • 

reliability of Colonel Finck' s findings and conclusions at the 

autopsy. Bill is convinced that unless the photos, x-rays and . 

autopsy report are released, the net result of the cross- 
examination of Frazier and Finck vill be to discredit the 

Commission Report in the minds of the jury and lead to Shaw’s - ^ 

conviction. He says reporters are now of the opinion that the 

Report is open to grave criticism and its validity doubtful, ^ 

but they understand this has no direct bearing on Shaw’s 

guilt. Bill feels the jurors will not be inclined to draw G. 

such a distinction, rather they will reason: if the Report 

is wrong, Garrison is right. 1 
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Hi*'? 


Commission has been referred to this Office fox reply 

* 'v'; '►{v- v V\ * •• '*'v ; ’ ’t-'i,'. v 5* ** : v ; _■ ’ ‘ ,• 7-, • t ». , ^ 

*.■' '•*. ; r, r f- v ; -\r H' / '■ v * ■*%*" .** ^ '' 5 ;>•* • i- yjiry ^Z 

All the evidence pertaining to the assassination 
of President Kennedy gathered by the Warren Conmissioi 
tm* transferred to the National Archives, where the 
bulk of the evidence is available for investigation 
b j.Z eaearch * r ® * Accordingly* your request should be. 
addressed to the National Archives, 8th Street and 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N. W., Washington, D. C. 20408. 




T hJ WHITE HOUSE OFFICE ' 

REFERRAL 


To: Department of Justice 


Date: February 15 » 1969 


ACTION REQUESTED 


Draft reply for: 

President's signature. 

Undersigned's signature. 


Memorandum for use as enclosure to 
reply. 

Direct reply. 

Furnish information copy. 


J? Suitable acknowledgment or other 

appropriate handling. 

— — Finnish copy of reply, if any. 


For your information. 
For comment. 


NOTE 

Prompt action is essential. 

If more than 48 hours’ delay is encountered, 
please telephone the undersigned immediately. 
Code 1450. 


Basic correspondence should be returned when 
draft reply, memorandum, or comment is re- 
quested. 


REMARKS: 


Description: 


To: 

From: 

Date: 

Subject: 


I Letter: Telegram; Other: 

Council 

Ltr requesting any info or pictures available for writing report on 
Warren Report 


National Securit; 
January 27, 1969 


By direction of the President: 


/■*? 

/C, 





Richard Moose 


(Copy to remain with correspondence} 



,*.» . . •• *« t-' k, r. m- ’■ 


7c 



January 27, 1969 


National Security Council 
Executive Office Building 
Washington D.C. 

Dear" Sirs: 

I am writing a report on the Warren Report, and I 
would appreciate any information or pictures you might 
have that could be compiled into my report. 

If your department has no information available, I 
would be grateful if you could refer me to the department 
that does have this information. Thank you. 


Sincerely yours. 





operated with the District Attorney when he requested the presence 
in Sew Orleans of YHI agents, sad & retired Secret Service agent 
as prosecution witnesses* tbs Department did defend aa action 
brought by the District Attorney for tbs purpose of requiring the 
Archivist of the Cnited States to produce the autopsy photographs 
sad x-rays at the trial of Clay Shaw* These materials, by statute 
and by a greem ent with the Xracutors of the Batata of John F. 
Kennedy, are to remain In Archives , with access limited to offi- 
cial federal agendas oar ccoedttees, and to technical experts 
provided that such access Is a pproved by the authorized repre- 
sentative of tbs Kennedy family* There has been jio thch consent 
u Insofar as we are informed* 


WDR : JFAxelrad : bd 
12 9-11 


JSdss Charles Bailee* at the District at C olu m b ia Court of 
i Oeneral Sessions entered an. crrder on February 17 » 1S#9 requiring 
the Archivist ef tbs tSalted States to tabs the autopsy photograph* 
sod x-rays to lew Orleans, Loui si a n a * On the follewing day a Sa- 
ties of Appeal to the District of Colnshla Court of Appeals was 
filed on behalf of the Archivist. Shortly thereafter by telagrsa 
to tbs dealt of the District of Columbia Court of Appeals, the 
Louisiana District Attorney’s office Inform ed the Court that It 
was withdrawing it# request for the x-ray* and photographs. 
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From WILLIAM D. RUCKELSHAUS 
Assistant Attorney General 


Date 2/28/69 

/ X / Receipt of this letter has 

been acknowledged. Please 
furnish complete response 
within ten to fourteen days. 


/ / Please acknowledge receipt 

of this letter within two 
days and furnish complete 
response within ten to four - 
teen days. 


PLEASE PREPARE A REPLY FOR MY SIGNATURE AND 
MARK A COPY FOR THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL. 


2/25/69 memo fr Ofc of Congressman Ogden R. 
Reid re Clay Shaw trial. 


129-11 

Civil Division 
Mr. Arnold 

General Litigation Section 


.e- 


PLEASE' EXPEDITE 


■>. d :■/ V 

irinri M 


. . THIS MftlE. SHQUIZJ01^2, 

■ -v - • ^ f * f&j&m 


ANSWERED WITHET 4S HOURS 




Receipt was acknowledged. 




Correspondence Section 
Records Administration Office 
Administrative Division 
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MEMO Feb. 25, 1969 

TO: CONGRESSIONAL LIAISON, DEPT. OF JUSTICE 

FROM: THE OFFICE OF CONGRESSMAN OGDEN R. REID 

RE: THE DENIAL OF CERTAIN EVIDENCE FOR THE CLAY SHAW TRIAL 


Congressman Reid would very much appreciate your appropriate 
assistance in finding the official reasons for the denial of 
certain materials which could be used as evidence in the Clay 
Shaw conspiracy trial now in session in New Orleans. We have 
received a request from a constituent for this information. 


In addition, we would appreciate knowing the status of the 
order by the Court of General Sessions that the Government 
the medical autopsy report for use as evidence in the Shaw 
Specifically, is this order being appealed? 


Feb. 17(7 ) 
provide 
trial . 


Whose decision was it to withhold the information which is being 
withheld? Would a reversal of the decision be the responsibility 
of "the Kennedy family, " Mrs. Jacqueline Oeassis, Senator Edward 
Kennedy, or would it be a matter for the courts to decide with 


he "advice and 
n this case , hi 


consent'- or one or ail o.. the 
c the aoorooriate authority-? 


iDVi 


T , 


who, 
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)> 
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Thank you for your attention to these matters, 
address any return correspondence to the attain* 
Wilkie, Office of Congressman Reid, 240 Cannon 


Would you 
ion of Mis 

’TOT} 

-- • 


Thank you. 
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From WILLIAM D. RUCKELSHAUS 
Assistant Attorney General 


Date 3/11/69 


/ x / Receipt of this letter has 
been acknowledged. Please 
furnish complete response 
within ten to fourteen days. 

/ / Please acknowledge receipt 

of this letter within two 
days and furnish complete 
response within ten to four - 
teen days . 


PLEASE PREPARE A REPLY FOR MY SIGNATURE AND 
MARK A COPY FOR THE DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL. 


3/7/69 ref fr Congressman John Paul Hammer- 
1 schmid^w/attached ltr 7/ 

re releas^o^autops^^^ 
report on President Kennedy. 


129-11 

Civil Division 
Mr. Arnold 

General Litigation Section 

Form CV-146 
(Ed. 2-27-69) 






:H 13 .AIL SHOULD a 3 

ANSWERED WITHIN k8 HOURS V . ' 

.... r.^ ■ '---A- ^ 

.Receipt was acknowledge d *3 — / ^ 

Correspondence Section '- V! ^ 
, J --V Record* Administration Office - \ 
r;- Administrative Division . 

C - ~ , r -n; , 7^ . 





Congress of tfjc ®nitei Sfctatetf 
3jau«e of 3fteptf«tntatibe< 
■ssfjtngton. B.C. 

March 7 


196 


Office of Congressional Liaise 
Department of Justice | y f 

Sir: 


i 1 y. 

ion 


The attached conmunicatior 
is sent for your consideration. 
Please investigate the statements 
contained therein and forward me 
the necessary informal^ 
ply, returning th^ 
s'pondence with yc 


Yours 



JOHN PAUL HAMMEESCHMIDT M G 

THIR D DISTRICT . AR K ANSAS 
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